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Who is God and who are you?
Lesson 2

STUDY
When I was little we were visiting friends with my parents. When it was time to leave, I
was stood about half way up a flight of stairs. Dad was at the bottom. Living in a bungalow
at home, we never had to deal with stairs. Without thought or care I yelled “I coming!!!”
and launched myself off the step towards my dad! Because of the relationship I have with
my dad, it never occurred to me to be afraid to jump. I fully expected him to catch me
(and he did). 

Likewise, I never have got up in the morning and though “Oh I wonder if there’s any
breakfast today? I wonder if we have enough food for me. Perhaps my parents didn’t get
food for us.” Not only did I not ever experience lack in that way, it never even crossed my
mind to think like that! Why?Because I trusted them totally! I know that not everyone is
fortunate enough to know a relationship like that with their parents, but God is like a great
dad!! The sad truth is, as we grow up, we begin to doubt God. 

My friend has a son. When he was little, if he hurt himself or felt poorly, they would tell him
‘we’re going to pray and Jesus will make it all better.” Then all they would say was “In Jesus
name” and the pain or sickness would go, and the child fully believed it was so. Children
much more readily exercise faith. In Matthew 18, Jesus exhorts us to become like little
children in order to enter the Kingdom. It’s only as we grow up that we begin to reason
away our faith. 

What has this to do with prayer? Our prayers say a lot about how we see ourselves and
our perception of God.  

I was raised in church, but my life really changed when I began to understand that God is a
good God and he wants good things for us.   There’s so much I could say here, a whole
other teaching really, but the truth in a nutshell is this: Jesus death on the cross changed the
dynamics of human relationships with God.  Sin was paid for in full and has been removed
from the equation. Performance based relationship to God is gone, and all that is important
is what Jesus already did for us. 
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READ Ephesians 1:18. (AMP)
And [I pray] that the eyes of your heart [the very centre and core of your being] may be
enlightened [flooded with light by the Holy Spirit], so that you will know and cherish the
hope [the divine guarantee, the confident expectation] to which He has called you, the
riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints (God's people)

Blessed [with spiritual security] is the man who believes and trusts in and relies on the
Lord and whose hope and confident expectation is the Lord, for he will be [nourished] like
a tree planted by the waters that spreads out its roots by the river; and will not fear the
heat when it comes; But its leaves will be green and moist. And it will not be anxious and
concerned in a year of drought nor stop bearing fruit. Jeremiah 17:7-8 (AMP)
 
When we pray are our words filled with confident expectation, or is it a bit of a hit-and-
miss experience?

PAUSE:
When have you prayed something with confidence, knowing it was going to happen?
When have you prayed for something and thought ‘not sure if this will work”?
What made the difference?

STUDY
I think that in lot of cases if we are honest, we would have to say that part of the problem
is, we think that we don’t know what God will do in a given situation. Maybe it will be his
will to do it, or not? These are common thoughts in the Body of Christ. I can’t tell you how
many times people have quoted the verse to me:

1 Corinthians 2:16.
For“Who can know the Lord’s thoughts? Who knows enough to teach him?”

The bit in blue is actually Paul quoting from Isaiah 40. People say it all the time “we don’t
know the mind of the Lord’. BUT, they miss off the last part of that verse. The quotation is
an Old Testament statement, but Paul goes on further and says: 

But we understand these things, for we have the mind of Christ.
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God has given us the Word so that we can know what his will is. When we know the
Word, we know what his will is and we can pray with boldness!

READ 1 John 4:14-15
Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His
will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we
have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 

Another lie I want to address today is about persistence in prayer. The bible is a
commentary on itself, and we must look at the picture it presents as a whole, without
taking small parts and making up whole doctrines based on them alone. 
This is true about prayer. 

Sometimes when Jesus was using parables he would use a direct allegory. He would say
things like “The Kingdom of God is like a man who had a vineyard…” We can see he is using
a comparison to directly make a point.  There are also times where he uses a sort of
negative comparison, to show the nature of God. He is saying God is NOT like this.  You
can still tell the difference, even if it’s not directly stated by looking at the nature of God
through the rest of the bible!!

READ
Let’s look at two of these from the Gospel of Luke:
(Chapter 11) And He said to them, “Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine has come to me
on his journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; and he will answer from within and
say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot
rise and give to you’? I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is
his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs.
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(Chapter 18) One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray
and never give up. “There was a judge in a certain city,” he said, “who neither feared God
nor cared about people. A widow of that city came to him repeatedly, saying, ‘Give me
justice in this dispute with my enemy.’ The judge ignored her for a while, but finally he said
to himself, ‘I don’t fear God or care about people, but this woman is driving me crazy. I’m
going to see that she gets justice, because she is wearing me out with her constant
requests!’”
Then the Lord said, “Learn a lesson from this unjust judge. Even he rendered a just decision
in the end. So don’t you think God will surely give justice to his chosen people who cry
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will grant justice to
them quickly! But when the Son of Man returns, how many will he find on the earth who
have faith?”

In the first example we see that Jesus asks – who has a friend like this!!!The reality is, it’s
not much of a friend that won’t get out of bed to help you! 

In the second example, if you read to the end Jesus is emphatic. I TELL YOU God moves
quickly. 

Once again, we must go to the Word for our foundation.  I’m sure you’ve heard it said
you’ve got to keep praying over and over until God gets bothered by you, he moves.
Maybe they don’t say it that bluntly, but that’s what is meant!  BUT that's just not what the
Word has to say about the nature, love and goodness of God!

The Bible says that Jesus is the express image of the Father: a perfect example/
representation of God. Show me one scripture from the Gospels when Jesus was on earth
where a person came to Jesus and he made them beg and beg and beg; where he waited
for them to have bought loads of people with them to ask for help? You can’t find it!

Even in the Old Testament we see they understood that. 

READ Psalms 147:15 (The Message). He launches his promises earthward—how swift and
sure they come!
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Maybe we think we need more people to pray? Have you ever wondered what the
purpose of a prayer chain is?I’m not saying we shouldn’t have a prayer chain, but have you
thought about why we need one? 

If the answer is, because it helps people in the church know what’s going on, so we can
offer practical helps like preparing meals, or offering lifts to people, then great. If you think,
the more people that pray, the more likely it is for God to move, then you’re wrong!
(Sorry). 

What’s important is how much faith we operate in!(If you have faith the size of a
MUSTARD SEED!!!)

READ James 5:16 says “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.”

YOU are already made right with God. So, when you pray with confidence, you can
accomplish great things!

READ Romans 5:18 (TPT) - In other words, just as condemnation came upon all people
through one transgression, so through one righteous act of Jesus’ sacrifice, the perfect
righteousness that makes us right with God and leads us to a victorious life is now
available to all

Daniel understood this when he said (Daniel 11:32):
… but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.

If we know the truth that God loves us, is a good God and that we are in right standing
with him already (not being made right or going to be righteous in Heaven), then we know
that one prayer from us is going to take care of a whole lot of stuff!

Nowhere in the New Testament can you find Paul exhorting all the people to come
together to pray to make God move!  That’s not the God we serve! God isn’t moved by
numbers, or desperation, he is moved by faith
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Hebrews 11:6. And without faith living within us it would be impossible to please God. For
we come to God in faith knowing that he is real and that he rewards the faith of those
who give all their passion and strength into seeking him.

Luke 8:50 But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, saying, “Do not be afraid; only believe,
and she will be made well.”

In prayer, our job is knowing who God is, who we are in Him and believing his word! It
really is that simple! It’s not about saying the right stuff, or standing on your head or
getting through red tape, begging and pleading, or even about ‘getting more right with
God’. It’s knowing what Jesus purchased for us. 

PAUSE:
Discuss in small groups some of the things you already know the word says about you.
Maybe someone in the group can collate all the answers and create a handout for each
person.

GROUP DISCUSSION: Is there anything you want to share about this lesson?

CONCLUSION
Today we have considered that our identity and how we perceive God will directly affect
the way we pray, and that in turn will change the results we see. How do you we know
who God really is and who we are? Through his word! We can’t pray effectively detached
from his word otherwise it will be a stab in the dark, without confidence.
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What is my view on God?  
What do I think pleases him? 
How do I think he sees me? 
Are these views based on the bible? 
If not, where did I get them from? 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

ACTION
If those are not from the WORD, find verses that set out the truth about these views.

MEDITATE ON                       
Hebrews 4:16. So now we come freely and boldly to where love is enthroned, to receive
mercy’s kiss and discover the grace we urgently need to strengthen us in our time of
weakness.

Personal Review 




